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W elcome
For over 100 years everyone has been 

welcome at St. Joseph hospital. We wish 
to take this opportunity during our cen
tenary to once again welcome everyone to 
this first hospital of the Northwest.

In reviewing the growth of our hos
pital in the past 100 years we can appre
ciate the privations, self-sacrifice and de
votion of pioneer Sisters of Providence in 
meeting a serious community need in 
1858.

St. Joseph hospital will continue, as in 
the past, to provide faithful service to the 
people of this community and a loving 
service to God based on our motto, “The 
Charity of Christ Urges Us.”

Sister Francis Ignatius 
Administrator



MOTHER JOSEPH OF THE SACRED HEART

In 1858, when St. Joseph hospital 
opened its doors, the care of the sick was 
primarily a work of mercy, with little 
assistance from medicine or surgery.

Had it not been for a valiant Order of 
Catholic Nuns and a group of determined 
Vancouver women, St. Joseph hospital
would never have existed.

Two years earlier a group of five Nuns, 
from the Mother House of the Sisters of 
Charity of Providence, led by Sister 
Joseph of the Sacred Heart arrived at 
this wilderness outpost and served a 
community of about 500 whites and un
counted Indians.

However, in 1854 the first attempt to 
bring the order here failed, but the fail
ure in itself discloses the courage of the 
order that for the past 100 years has op
erated the oldest permanent hospital in 
the Northwest.



It was in that year that a small group 
of Nuns made the 6000 mile boat trip 
from Montreal, Canada to Vancouver, 
only to arrive and find no facilities avail
able, no one to meet them.

Their final decision was to return to 
Montreal, but that struggle ended after 
their ship was first becalmed, provisions 
gone and finally storm driven to the 
shores of Chile.

Those Sisters settled there and asked 
for further instructions from Montreal. 
The reply from the Mother House was 
that God willed that they establish a 
school in Chile and ever since Sisters of 
Charity of Providence have operated a 
school at Santiago, Chile.

But in 1858 the Sisters were in Van
couver and the Ladies of Charity, a group 
of 16 Protestant, Jewish and Catholic 
women, turned to the Sisters for a hos
pital.

Sister Joseph undertook the project 
and in a building designed as a bakery 
and laundry provided the first hospital.

Later to become Mother Joseph, she, 
for almost half a century, until her death 
in 1902, was a vital factor in the civiliza
tion of the Northwest.

In 1953, the American Institute of 
Architects designated her as the first 
architect of the Northwest.

The architecture of Providence Acad
emy in Vancouver is that of Mother 
Joseph and it was she, who personally 
supervised its construction.

Mother Joseph was indeed a great 
physical force in the growth of the North
west, but she was much more than that. 
She was the personification of a spiritual 
force, which has made St. Joseph hospital 
what it is today.





Slightly smaller than a double garage, 
and built to be a bakery and laundry, this 
wooden structure was the first hospital 
in the Northwest.

Mother Joseph decorated the interior 
with muslin and wallpaper and laid the 
preparations for the four beds, four bed
side tables and two chairs given by the 
forerunner of modern day hospital auxil
iaries, the Ladies of Charity.

In 1858 when this hospital was estab
lished Louis Pasteur had begun the sci
ence of bacteriology and Florence Night
ingale was only commencing her work in 
England for nursing and hospital im
provements.

John Lloyd was the first patient; the 
first to die. The third death was of non- 
Catholic Mrs. William Rodgers, Presi
dent of the Ladies of Charity.

CONGRATULATIONS

Sisters of Charity of Providence 
for your Century of 

Faithful Service 
to this Community

Vancouver Ice & Cold Storage Co.

Fuel Dealers Since 1904 
Plant: 1112 West Seventh St., Vancouver. Wash. 

Phone OXford 3-4731

ICE • HEATING OILS • STORAGE



To the account of George C. Coffee

110 days attendance....$110,00
2 bottles brandy and
6 bottles whiskey....  8.00
burial expenses....  25.00

To the account of John Whitebread

55 days attendance.... $ 35.00
To liquor............  1.25
Pane of glass........  .75

To the account of Frank V. Melvin

62 days attendance.... $ 62.00
ex tras................. 2.50
3 bottles brandy.....  3.25

Paid by 2 pr. blankets 9 
#7.00 pr..............$ 14.00

To the account of William Kennedy

6 months attendance....$183.00
Coffin..............  20.00
grave.............. . 3.50
Funeral servloe......  1G.50
hearse............... 5.00

630 patients admitted 1858-1874 

490 were free of all charges



Excerpts from the first ledgers are 
shown 011 page 6. While the early ledgers 
were scrupulously complete, they were 
not often involved. There was not much 
to be written in the frequent case of the 
patient who spent 34 days in the hospital 
at a total of $34, when nothing was paid. 
In later years when rubber stamps were 
available two forms were used, “ P a i d ” 
or “ C h a r i t y .”

Hospital charges were $1 a day and a 
year in the hospital was not unusual. Bills 
frequently were paid in chickens, labor, 
ducks, blankets and other goods avail
able.

But at a dollar a day, the hospital of a 
century ago was no bargain, for what 
took St. Joseph hospital 60 days to do in 
1858 is often done in three days in 1958.

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR

100th ANNIVERSARY

Seattle First National Bank

Clark County Branch 
1103 Main Street 

Vancouver, Washington

•

Vancouver Branch 
714 Main Street 

Vancouver, Washington





As Vancouver grew, so did St. Joseph 
hospital. By 1879 a new building on the 
Mission grounds was established and 
served as St. Joseph hospital until 1911. 
It then became Blanchet house, which 
operated until 1925.

The demand for hospital services long 
exceeded the space available. In 1861 St. 
Joseph hospital had become the State’s 
first mental institution, for which the 
Territory of Washington paid $8 a week 
for each patient, which included lodging, 
board, laundry and medical attention.

The hospital also advanced cash to 
patients and tobacco, which eventually 
wound up on the bill.

CONGRATULATIONS
to

St. Joseph Hospital
on behalf of

Lee M. George, Jr.
Professional Service Representative

PFIZER LABORATORIES
Division, Chas. Pfizer & Co., Inc.

Brooklyn 6, New York

•

World's Leading Producer 

of Antibiotic Medicinals

RESEARCHING THE FUTURE — TODAY"





This is the “Power House” of St. Joseph 
hospital, from which the Sisters seek and 
derive their strength.

Faith has built the hospital for the Sis
ters of Charity of Providence and they 
feel their hospital is a place for the whole 
person, where the spirit as well as the 
body is taken into account.

The Chapel is open to everyone and the 
Chaplain is always ready to offer his serv
ices.

St. Joseph hospital also provides for 
pastors of other faiths, who are called at 
the desires of the patient.

In recent years more than three fourths 
of all patients admitted have been non- 
Catholic.

Though it is a chapel, it is also part of 
a modern hospital and thus it is a chapel 
with a clock on the wall.

SURGICAL SALES, INC.
400 S.W. 12th Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 
Phone CA 8-6439

☆

WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO BE NUMBERED 

AMONG THE MAJOR SUPPLIERS OF A MEDICAL 

INSTITUTION THAT HAS SERVED 

THE HEALTH NEEDS OF ITS COMMUNITY 

LONGER THAN ANY OTHER HOSPITAL 

IN THE ENTIRE NORTHWEST.

☆

WE JOIN WITH YOU IN LOOKING FORWARD TO 

CONTINUED GROWTH AND PROGRESS.





In 1911 this building became the third 
to serve as St. Joseph hospital. Essen
tially it is the hospital as it is known to
day. Balconies along the east and west 
wings have since been enclosed to pro
vide more space and in 1945 the new south 
wing was added.

Until 1929 St. Joseph was the only vol
untary hospital in Vancouver. It was in 
September of that year that Vancouver 
Memorial hospital opened its doors to 
further serve the needs of the growing 
community.

As a further example of the ever 
progressing St. Joseph hospital, a new 
parking lot west of the building is being 
provided for through the efforts of the 
Employees Association.

CONGRATULATIONS

Sisters of Charity of Providence 
on Achieving 100 Years of 

Dedicated 
Community Service 

•

LEDERLE LABORATORIES
A Division of 

American Cyanamid Company 

•
ROBERT L. KEENE 

Service Representative





This modern nursery's primary function is that of 
attending the newly born until the mother is ready 
to go home.

Incubators, special formulas, specially trained 
nurses and dozens of other specific features are on 
hand at St. Joseph hospital’s nursery to provide a 
solid and healthy foundation fo r the first few days of 
the new baby’s life.

Here particular care is given the new father. Visit
ing hours are scheduled from 3 to 3:30 and from 8 
to 8:30 p.m., daliy.

Jumbo sized picture windows surround the nurs
ery, offering a superior view for the new father's 
most superior contribution.

Though steeped in historical tradition, St. Joseph 

Hospital has progressed w ith  the times. Today 

every modern development is used fo r the care 

and comfort o f its patients. As its supplier o f the 

energy o f the universe —  electric ity —  we salute 

hospital staff and trustees.

Clark County Public Utility District
Heye H. Meyer —  W . T. Elmgren —  Edward F. Evans 

Commissioners





The hospital is the physician’s workshop and the 
operating room the most dramatic phase of the sur
geon’s work.

At. St. Joseph hospital there are five operating 
rooms plus an around the clock emergency room on 
the first floor.

O nly the most modern facilities are used here. This 
operating room on the fifth floor, shown in actual 
operation, requires hours o f preparation fo r each 
use.

To keep it in order a staff of six registered nurses 
and two licensed practical nurses are on the job 
daily. In addition to surgeons, tw o anesthetists and 
a medical anesthesiologist are on call.

Preparation o f instruments, sutures, sterile dress
ings and cleaning fa r exceed operating time.

Cleanliness is next to Godliness here.

CONGRATULATIONS O N  YOUR 

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

☆

E. R. SQUIBB & SONS
JAY D. BLACKHURST 

Service Representative

CONGRATULATIONS FROM

PAYLESS DRUG AND VARIETY STORES
•  In Totem Pole  S h o p p in g  C e n t e r  (nex t  to  P a y  'N  Takit)  H a z e l  Dell .

•  2 8 2 5  4 th  P la in A v e .  ( n e a r  G r a n d ,  n e x t  to  P ay  'N  Takit .

•  At Vic P au lson 's  —  7 6 3 5  M a rA r th u r  Blvd. o n  M cLoughlin  H e ig h ts .

•  6 0 0  M ain  (Downtown) w h e r e  s m a l le r  s to r e  limit* o u r  v a r ie ty .

ZAPP’S PROFESSIONAL PHARMACY
110 6  M AIN (IN ARTS BLDG.)





Hypodermic needles ARE sharpened.

At St. Joseph hospital this operation is carried on 
at central supply, one of the most vital adjuncts to 
the hospital. Here on an around the clock basis 
seven registered nurses, six licensed practical nurses 
and three aides perform the vital duties of preparing 
needles, sutures, syringes and other equipment that 
must be surgically clean.

Special sterilizing equipment is used along with 
thousands of dollars worth o f ever improving equip
ment for the physician and nurse.

The hospital laboratory is another area of Hos
pital use where doctors and technicians carry on 
their lifesaving work. Like central supply, the lab
oratory operates 24 hours a day. It is supervised 
by a medical pathologist.

supplies and equipment 
for the sick and handicapped

Phone for information and demonstration. No obligation.

S. W . 9th and Yamhill •  CA 7-3456 

io tu rday l by appointment



Thank You fo r 100 Years 

o f Charitable Service 

to Our Community
•

WHITFIELD C O M P A N Y
835 B roadw ay  O X ford  4 -6 5 6 5

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
Sisters, on Your

100th ANNIVERSARY

Vancouver Branch National Bank 
of Commerce of Seattle

801 M a in  Street

(Member F.D.I.C.)



CONGRATULATIONS FROM

HI-SCHOOl PHARMACY
26th & M a in

IThe Friendly Drug Corner)

PRESCRIPTIONS

Magazines • School Supplies •  Complete Variety Section 

Photography Supplies
•

Ample Free Parking 

8:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Every Day Including Sundays

C O M P L I M E N T S  OF

ABBOTT
LABORATORIES

MILTON L. RAYMOND 

Medical Service Representative



Store Room Cafeteria



Hospital work reaches far beyond nursing care 
and physicians service.

The grounds and building must be kept, food pre
pared, laundry done, purchasing, accounting and 
technical services accomplished.

In addition to the ten Sisters and a full time Chap
lain, 210 persons are employed at St. Joseph hos
pital. They include: 39 registered nurses, 45 licensed 
practical nurses, 4 aides, 7 orderlies, 21 office em
ployees and 88 general employees, including a full 
time painter and full time carpenter.

At St. Joseph these employees are more than just 
employees. Their Employee’s Association is making 
possible a new parking lot west of the building, for 
the convenience of doctors, patients and visitors.

HAMILTON FUNERAL HOME

302 W . Eleventh Street, V ancouver, W ash .
PAUL AN D  VIRGINIA MYLAN, Owners

☆

We are happy and honored to have the op

portunity to join with the Sisters o f Charity of 

Providence and all their many friends to 

celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

St. Joseph Hospital.





A full scale pharmacy is kept in operation 24 hours 
a day at St. Joseph hospital, dispensing any o f 1500 
already compounded drugs and medicines, includ
ing aspirin, to thousands o f compounds including the 
most modern antibiotics and combiotics at the dis
posal of the registered pharmacist, in this case Sister 
Mary Janvier.

The inventory, like other special inventories o f the 
hospital, adds to the hundreds o f thousands o f dol
lars of investment needed to maintain hospital op
eration.

Here Sister Mary Janvier prepares a compound 
that later w ill soothe a patient at St. Joseph hospital.

All of us living in the 

Northwest States 

are proud of our First Hospital

SAINT JOSEPH

in Vancouver 

which has been operated by 

THE SISTERS OF CHARITY 

OF PROVIDENCE 

for One Hundred Years

☆

FRANZ BAKERY





Physical therapy is another specialized phase of 
hospital care today. At St. Joseph hospital mas
sages, diathermy machines, wax baths, heat devices 
and other common physical therapy instruments are 
augmented by one of the most advanced devices 
known, the ultra sonic-sound machine.

St. Joseph hospital is one of the few in the North 
west possessing such modern equipment.

The sound machine, technically known as medco- 
sonlator, is at the left in the picture. A complete 
roster of its curative powers would alone fill this 
pamphlet.

A  century ago tender loving care was about all 
that a hospital could provide and St. Joseph hospital 
provided it with devotion. Today St. Joseph hospital 
is known for that same care, and in addition, fo r its 
strides in keeping abreast o f modern medicine.

COMPLIMENTS
F R OM

PORTLAND SUPPLY COMPANY
Wholesale Grocers

Portland  

CApitol 8 -9 27 1

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

for a Century of Progress 

and Best Wishes for 

your success in the years ahead





This is the new recovery room, known as the post 
anesthesia room, at the hospital. St. Joseph hospital 
is one of few hospitals boasting this ultra-modern 
facility.

Here patients recovering from operations are 
brought and remain until ready to take their place 
with ordinary patients in rooms and wards. Specially 
trained personnel are never more than a few steps 
from the bedside. Doctors are constantly available 
and post operative care is administered a t its best.

As in other parts of the hospital, interior decora
tion plays a vital part.

Situated with southern exposure, the recovery 
room is restfully painted and has the added attrac
tion of soothing music available to gently persuade 
the patient's recovery from the influence o f anes
thesia.

<^£)octor3 
SUPPLY CO.

Phone CApitol 8 -9 38 1  

52 7  S. W . 12th A ven ue • Portland 5, O regon

☆

We are proud of our association with 

the Northwest’s First Hospital.

W e extend our sincere congratulations 

to the Sisters, Staff and Personnel of 

St. Joseph Hospital, Vancouver 

for a century of progressive 

community health service.

☆





These delightful children are patients in the pedi
atrics section of St. Joseph hospital. Gay colors and 
cheerful walls surround the youngsters who must be 
away from the care of the home while undergoing 
medical treatment.

Constant supervision is most fu lly represented in 
these rooms, but is typical of care given all patients 
at St. Joseph hospital.

The days of drab colors and spartan interiors are 
past history at this hospital where restfulness of 
background and brightness o f decoration have 
taken their place with the hospital's modern ever 
improving facilities.

The inspiring smile of youth has its place at St. 
Joseph hospital.

Sisters of Charity of Providence

CONGRATULATIONS O N  YOUR TOOTH ANNIVERSARY 
from

KOPLAN’S

Floorcoverings • Draperies • Furniture 

Color Co-ordination 

Decorating Counsel

1010 B roadw ay  V ancouver, W ash ing to n

Thanks to 

The Sisters of Charity of Providence 

for 100 years service 

to Vancouver and vicinity

TOTEM POLE INN
Vancouver's Popular Family Restaurant 

TW O  MILES NORTH OF VANCOUVER 

O N  THE 99 STRIP





The nursing station is one of the busiest phases of 
hospital activity.

Each floor is equipped with such a clearing house, 
where the patients’ records are kept, doctors' orders 
carried out; information disseminated.

This one on the second floor is directed by Sister 
Therese Eugenie, assistant administrator.

This vital nerve center is devoted to the alert care 
of the patient.

Nurses are the backbone of the hospital.

In addition to its regularly employed nurses, St. 
Joseph hospital affiliates with Clark college to give 
practical nursing training to the students and to re
ceive valuable assistance from the trainee during in 
service training and after graduation.

Sisters of Charity o f Providence

W e wont to extend our sincere

CONGRATULATIONS

to your organization tor the 

faithful and uninterrupted

HEALTH SERVICE

to this community for 100 years

MAYFLOWER MILK PRODUCTS

MAYFLOWER MILK DISTRIBUTORS

3 0 0  W est 13th Street
Telephones:

Vancouver . . . O X ford 4-1561 
Camas ZEnith 9805





The advisory board of St. Joseph hospital, formed 
two years ago, exists fo r the sole purpose of deter
mining how better the hospital can fill community 
needs.

The members, men o f all phases o f life and of 
many faiths, meet monthly.

They are: sitting, from the left, M ayor H. L. Schu
macher, Dr. Glenn E. Lembert, Al Lechtenberg, vice 
chairman; George Goodrich, chairman; and Carl 
Ibach, office manager.

Standing: Harold W hitefie ld, Fred Neth, Superior 
Court Judge J. Guthrie Langsdorf, Tony Bacon, John 
Wilkinson, Al Noble and Al Koplan.

N ot present: Horace Daniels, Dick Lawton and 
Harold Smith.

Thanks, Sisters, 

for your great service to 

this community

HO LL AN D  

ICE CREAM

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Sisters of Charity o f Providence 
on your 

100 Years of Progress

Bureau of Medical Economics
CREDIT BUREAU OF CLARK COUNTY



ST. JAMES PARISH

is proud of and rejoices in 

the CENTENARY of

ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL

and congratulates the good 

SISTERS OF CHARITY 

OF PROVIDENCE 

on this

HAPPY and MEMORABLE 

OCCASION

☆

SISTER FRANCIS IGNATIUS 
Administrator

SISTER MARIA OF ASSISI 
Administrator 1952-1958



St. Joseph hospital at 500 E. 12th street, Van
couver, Washington, is a general hospital, fully 
accredited by the Joint Committee on Accreditation 
of Hospitals, is licensed by the State of Washington, 
and is a member of the American Hospital Associa
tion, the Catholic Hospital Association, Association 
of Western Hospitals and Washington State Hospital 
Association.

It is a 109-bed 25-bassinet hospital, available for 
a staff o f 68 doctors, four associates, six junior staff 
doctors, five dental staff members and 20 consulting 
staff members.

St. Joseph Hospital is Your Hospital, with its doors 
always open to those in need.

CONGRATULATIONS for 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF PROGRESSIVE 

HEALTH SERVICE 

for O ur Vancouver Community

☆

COLUMBIA 
MACHINE WORKS

Fred Neth, President

CONGRATULATIONS

on Achieving 100 Years o f Faithful Service 

and Best Wishes for the Future

GATTO & SONS
Wholesale Fruits and Vegetables 

P O R T L A N D





As could be expected, the vast services of St. 
Joseph hospital are recorded by vast records.

The pages shown at the admission office are the 
initial forms undertaken, which eventually become 
permanent patient records, involve billing, future 
admission and provide basis fo r the scores of medi
cal functions given by the hospital.

In spite of the volume of forms and blanks, the 
patient at St. Joseph hospital can be admitted with 
no red tape through the use of the hospital’s unique 
Hospital Courtesy card or by pre-registration.

Courtesy cards are available through the office 
manager.

CONGRATULATIONS
SISTERS OF CHARITY OF PROVIDENCE 

O N  YOUR

One Hundredth Anniversary

CLARK COUNTY OFFICIALS

Superior Court Judge N o . 1 Guthrie Langsdorf

Superior Court Judge No. 2 Eugene G. Cushing

Justice of th e  Peace J u d g e  Lyle Truax

Justice of the Peace Paul E iwell

County Commissioner Fred W e a k ly

County Commissioner Ray B. W o o lf

County Commissioner Jim W orth ington

Sheriff Clarence S. M cK ay

Auditor Bruce W orth ington

Treasurer Eva King Burgett

Prosecuting Attorney R. D e W it t  Jones

County Clerk W ilm a  Schmidt

County School Superintendent R. S. Durkee

County Coroner Paul M y la n



ST. JOSEPH, PATRON OF THE HOSPITAL






